Dates to Calendar

January 9 Return from Winter Break

January 10 Special and Important Community
Council Meeting - 6:30 PM at OW

January 16 King Day — No School

January 18 Shortened Day Wednesday

NELIETA L) CPO Meeting - 6:30 at OW
CLAS H IG H LIG HTS January 26 MEN of CLAS Meeting - 6:30 at OW
January 27 Furlough Day #1

Furlough Days Hit CLAS

Given the pending state budget cuts of one billion dollars in education and the CLAS current budget shortfall due
to being under-enrolled, we have no choice but to take 12 furlough days in order to meet compliance with a
balanced budget.

A furlough day means that there will be no school for the students, as our employees will have these days off as
unpaid “non-work” days. The scheduled 12 furlough days are as follows:

¢ Friday, January 27 ¢ Friday, March 30

¢ Friday, February 10 ¢ Friday, May 4

¢ Friday, February 17 ¢ Friday, May 25

¢ Friday, March 23 e Entire week of June 11th

For the most part, the selected days are bumped against three-day weekends or spring break. Please note that
our school year will be ending one week earlier.

We are abundantly aware and hyper-sensitive to the major inconvenience these furlough days will cause in regard
to childcare for many of our families. We are currently brainstorming possible alternatives to provide childcare
options for those families that may need it.

You are invited to a special “community council meeting” on Tuesday, January 10" at 6:30 at our Orville Wright
campus to discuss the details of these days, express your concerns, and/or offer your support for CLAS in
meaningful ways.

A New Year. A New Approach to Raising Much Needed Funds.

To offset the upcoming state budget cuts and our internal budget shortfall, CLAS is engaged in a fundraising
campaign through social media. Very similar to what is done commonly now in political campaigns, we will be
using text messaging and a newly developed website to reach as many people as possible, requesting small
donations ranging from $10-$40. Currently, there are two options. More options will be presented at our special
community council meeting on January 10 at 6:30 on the Orville Wright Campus.

#1 Cost you nothing option

This option does not require a monetary donation. By sending a simple text right now you can support CLAS
and stay informed of monthly updates about CLAS and our strategic partners. Take out your phone and text
@teamCLAS and your full name to 740-524-9992 right now. It costs you nothing!!

#2 Costs you $10 to $40 option
Through our mobile giving campaign, you can text “STUDENT” to 85944 and donate from $10-$40 to support
your vision. The donated funds will be added to your monthly cell phone bill automatically. Give right now by
texting “STUDENT” to 85944 and tell 10 people to do the same. You can donate up to $40 at a time.
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On January 10, we will introduce a third option. It is important to understand that we do not want to put these
fundraisers on the backs of our CLAS families. The goal would be that each CLAS family reaches out to 10 other
people - family members, co-workers or neighbors. If each CLAS family reaches out to 10 people we will have
a database of over 2000 people.

Bravo All! Bravo!

Despite the sound gaffes, Heritage 2011 (part two) was another resounding success. For the first time in many
years, we sold out. After awhile it becomes redundant but our students did an ;
outstanding job, astounding all. Still, for those who come to Heritage for the first time,
the show is quite amazing. And for those who have come several times it never ceases
to amaze.

The usual suspect should be lauded and that is our very own Crescent McGlone, who
wrote and directed the play. A major shout out goes to Mr. Israel Sims, our musician in
charge, who did a superb job directing the band. High five from afar for every single
person involved in Heritage 2011.

What a great production!

Celebrating Who We Are Every Month of Every Year

Dr. Carter G. Woodson, of the creator of the original Negro History Week, did not intend for this week to be
turned into a month of celebration ad infinitum. It began as a week in 1915! The intent of African Americans’
contributions to American history was supposed to be temporary, a way of appreciating the historical relevance of
an invisible people in American history. Dr. Woodson believed that publishing scientific history would transform
race relations by dispelling the wide-spread falsehoods about the achievements of Africans and peoples of
African descent. According to the Association for the Study of African American Life and History, “He was asking
the public to extend their study of black history, not to create a new tradition.”

At CLAS, we celebrate our heritage and history every single day through the validation and affirmation of
culture, making Black History Month in essence unnecessary. We celebrate the way that Dr. Woodson
intended. Well before his death in 1950, Woodson believed that the weekly celebrations—not the study or
celebration of black history--would eventually come to an end. In fact, Woodson never viewed black history as a
one-week affair. He pressed for schools to use Negro History Week to demonstrate what students learned all
year. Join us in not celebrating for a month and celebrating who we are all the time.

SCHOOL SITE HIGHLIGHTS

CLAS Primary (K-1): Coliseum is gearing up for a series of field trips in the coming months.

CLAS Elementary (2-5): Differentiated math groups, modeled after our very successful differentiated reading
groups, will begin in January with grades 3-5.

CLAS Middle School (6-8): 8" Grade Pin and Ribbon Ceremony, our version of the rites of passage, will be
forthcoming, the official beginning of our 8™ graders transition from middle school to high school.

Want to receive CLAS Highlights electronically? Just send an e-mail to info@cultureandlanguage.org with the subject “Subscribe”.
Likewise, to be removed from the email list, enter the subject “Unsubscribe.”



