
Summer Reading Assignment – 6th 

 

CLAS believes that reading is fundamental to the intellectual development of our Scribes.  
During the regular school year, each Scribe is expected to read at least 20 minutes each night 
independently.  In addition, the English curriculum is supplemented  with required summer 
reading. All Scribes must have both assignments completed by the 1st day of school. 
 
1. Read the following book and create a "Hidden Passageways Map". 
 
House of Dies Drear by Virginia Hamilton 
 
 
Hidden Passageways Map 
 
Directions: Draw a map of an underground passageway (that might have been found in the 
Underground Railroad). Your map must: 
 

• Be on a piece of paper no larger than 11 X 17 
• Have passageways that lead to at least 10 rooms 
• Each room must give important information about your family history  

o This information can go as far back as you can get(interview 
parents/grandparents, aunts or uncles), or be a recent as you want (great-
great-great grandparents or parents/grandparents) 

o Each room must include a symbol ( a symbol is  picture that represents 
something else :example the flag represents the United States of America) 

o 2-3 sentences explaining important information about your family history 
you will probably need to interview family members for this. 

o the last room of your underground passageway must give important 
information about who YOU are and a symbol that represents you. 

 
 

 
 
My great-great grandfather, John C. Smith, was the medicine man in his neighborhood. He was 
the one everyone called when they weren't feeling well. I think I might like to be a doctor too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2. All students must choose ONE of the following novels and write a book review.  
 
The Watson’s Go to Birmingham , Christopher Paul Curtis 
Maniac Magee , Jerry Spinelli 
Yolanda’s Genius, Carol Fenner 
Island of the Blue Dolphins, Scott O’Dell 
 
Book Review Instructions: 
 
Paragraph 1 - Introduction 

• State the title and author of the book 
• Give a brief summary of the book 
• State your opinion on the book) 

 
Paragraph 2 - Supporting Point Number 1 (first reason why you like or dislike the book) 

• Topic Sentence 
• Supporting Detail 
• Specific Example/Detail from text 
• Supporting Detail #2 
• Supporting Detail from text 
• Concluding Sentence 

 
Paragraph 3 - Supporting Point Number 2 (second reason why you like or dislike the book) 

• Topic Sentence 
• Supporting Detail 
• Specific Example/Detail from text 
• Supporting Detail #2 
• Supporting Detail from text 
• Concluding Sentence 

 
Paragraph 4 - What you would change if you could? 

• Topic Sentence - what would you change if you could? 
• Supporting detail explaining why 
• Specific Detail from text 
• If necessary ( second supporting detail explaining why) 
• Specific Detail from text  
• Concluding Sentence 

 
Paragraph 5 - Recommendation 

• Topic Sentence - State your recommendation(if you would recommend the book and 
to whom.) 

• Restate your reason #1 
• Restate your reason #2 
• Restate your reason #3 
• Concluding sentence 


